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Please caacel Claims 1-16 and add new dairas 17-*0, as follows: 
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* . ' ' ' 

Claims 1-16 (canceled) j 

\ 

i 

1 ?• (new) A removable dust collector for xise in a du§t compartment of a 
vacuum cleaner comprising a bolder M*ich maintaias the dust collector in an operating 
position^ and a locking member, the locking member being placisd in a locking position 
when the dust collector is removed, in whicb a lid of the dust cohipartmeiit is prevented 
firom closing, and a release position when the dust collector is inj an operating position, in 

which the lid can be closed, the locking member being maintained in the release position 

'j 

by ^t least one of a filter bag inserted into a earner and an actuat^ig member coupling to 

the dust collector. : ' 

\ 1 

1 

1 8. (new) The dust collector according to claim 17, therein the carrier is 

li * 

coupled to the locking member such ti:^t it is movably supporte 

• . . • i 

1 9« (new) The dust collector according to claim 1 8, wherein tiie easier is- 
pivotally supported on the vacuum cleaner housing by means of }a pivot beaiir^. 

:i 
1 

. 20. (new) Tbe dust collector according to claim 19, vfeetein the pivot bearing 
is arranged on a lower edge of ibe carrier and die actuatbG^ meml>er acts on an upper edge 
of the caiirier. 

21. . (new) The dust collector according to Claim 17, ^^Iherein the holder is 
formed by intermeshing guides which are constructed on th^ dus| collector and on the 
vacuum cleaner and ^vAich. represent a positioning aid to maintaiu the dust collector m its 
operating position- j : • 

.! 

•< . * • 

ti 

• 1 

il 

22. (new) The dust collector according to claim 21, -wherein the holder is 
formed by the actuating, member which is held on the carrier in {| receiver* 

j 

23 - (new) The dust collector according to claim 17, v^iierein^the actuating 

•» . » 

member is constructed on the dust collector. \ 
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24, (new) The dust collector according to claioi 23, ^^lierein the actuating 
member is constructed a$ a preferably hook-shaped curved lug "^hidi acts on an edge of 

r . 

the carrier opposite to the pivot bearing. { 

i- 

25 . (new) The dust collector according to claim 1 7, xiherein the actiatiag . 
member has a grip area for actuating a closing element for uxilocpdng or locking a filter 
housing detachably a£Qxed to the dust collector ' : 

\ 

26- (new) Tlie dust collector according to claim 17, y[ha:ein the achiating 
member is constructed in the form of a stiffening plate of a filteiSbag for insertion into the 

earner of the filt^ bag. 

I ■ • ti * 

• I 

27. (new) The dust collector accordiag to claim 17, \|herem a carrier is 
provided for Ae filter bag and a carrier is provided for the dust c|>llector and the carrier of 
the dust collector has flie actuating member vs*ich actuates eithey flie locking member or 
the-carrieEr. i. 

\ • 

28. (new) The dust collector according to claim 17, v|herein the actuating 
member is constructed as a positioning surfia^e for the dust collector formed substantially 
at right angles to the plane of the carrier. 



59. (new) The dust collector according to claim 1 7, v|herein the dust collector 
over element which prevents a filter bag fn 
the dust collector is not in the operating position. 



has a cover element which prevents a filter bag from being inserled into the carrier when 



I 

30, (new) The dust collector according to claim 29, wherein the cover element 



is constnicted as the actuating elemeat 

d 



I. 



31. (new) Hie dust collector accorcfing to claim 17, wherein the dust collector 
has a dust separator operating on the principle of centrifugal fi)rc|»^ . 
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32. (new) A vacuum cleaner comprising: * •: 

a housing defining a dust compartment and a covf^r for closing the dust 
compartment; !j 

a carrier movably coupled to the housing and havlmg at least one locking 
member extending outwardly from the carrier, the carrier being movable between a 
locking condition, in which the locking member extends beyondjthe housing and prevents 
the cover ^rom closing the dust compartment, and a release oon^tiOn, in which tibe 
locking metnbCT is reliacted; and • ; ' 

a removable dust collector being receivable in fhq diist compartment and 
including a holder bemg engagable vd± the carrier, the carrier b^eing in the release 
condition when the dust collector is positioned within the dust c<5mpartinent and the 
holder «igages the carrier, and in the locking cotiditioii '^en the dust coUector.is 
removed from the dust compartment and ih& holder disengages the carrier. 

{ 

33. (new) Hie vacuum cleaner according to claim SSjwherein the locking 

niember is biased toward the locking condition \ 

5 * 

;l 
'I 

34- (new) The vacuum cleaiier according to claim 33 J wherein the holder 
includes a downwardly extending actuating member having a caJn surface that engages 
the locking member to restrict movement of the dust collector wijth respect to the housing 
when the dust collector is positioned within the dust compartmei|t, the carrier being 

posMoned bel^v^een the aclm.titig member and tbe dust collector, j - 

|| 

!i 

35, . (new) The vacuum cleaner accordmg to clahn 33,|wherein the carrier 
includes at least two locking members extending from the carriei| the holder engaging the 
carrier between the locking members. S 

36. (new) The vacuum cleaner according to claim 33, Wherein the dust 
collector includes a collector housing having a rigid structure defining adust coUectii^ 
ccmpariment for retaining dust particles. \' . 

r 
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37. (new) The dust collector according to claim 33, ^herein dust collector 

ij 

includes a filter housing detachably connected to the du$t colledjor and having a closing ' 
element for unlocldng and locking the filter housing to the dust iboUector, the actuating 
member having a grip area for actualjng the closing cleihent !• 

j 

38. (new) The dust collector according to claim 33, -wherein tbe dtwt coUedtor 
includes a centrifugal force dust sepaaXor. \ 

1 

I 
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39. (new) A vacuum cleai;ier comprising: ^ 

a housing defiruiig a dust compartment and mcluding a side wall 
extending in a substantially vertical direction from a lower edgetto an iq)per edge; 

a coyer coimected to the housing fot tlosing the dust compartment; 

a carrier pivotally coupjed to the housing near the lotver edge and 
extending Upwardly beyond the vppet edge, the earner having at least one locking 
member connected to the earner above the upper edge and projecting outwardly beyond 
the side wall to prevent the cover j&om closing ttie dust compartment, tjie earner being 
movable between a locking condition, in which the locldijg membM- prevexits the cover 
from closing the dust compaitment, and a release condition^ in y^ch the locking member 
is retracted and the cover may engage the housing to close the dW compartment; and 

a removable dust collector being leceivable in th^ dust compartment and 
including a holder being engagable v^ the carrier^ the carrier likms i& the release 

i 

condition when the dust collector is positioned within the dust oompaitment and the 
holder engages the carrier^ and the carrier being in the locking condition when the dust 
collector is removed from the dost compartment and the holder disengages the carrier, die 
carrier being biased toward the locldngccmdition. \ 

40. (new) The vacuum cleaner according to claun 39j whex^ the carrier 
includes at least two locking memb^ extending outwardly froidl the carrier, the holder 
engaging the earner between the locking members and the locking members restricting 
movement of the holder with respect to the carrier. I 
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